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C OZ Y  N I G H T

A glittering Los Angeles party, a mysterious double and a vanished

host start a story that drifts from a fractured future America to

Greek seaside cliffs, a domed Paris and a colony on the moon. It's an

eerie, beautiful book that's best talked over with a warm mug and

good company.

An Exit Party (But Please Stay Awhile)

Bring your copy of Exit Party and your coziest socks for an evening

of lemon soup, hot chocolate and gentle talk about doubles, faraway

places and finding home. Blankets provided, all opinions welcome.

Reading level: Moderate Pages: 320

Best for: A warm, curious club that likes quiet, haunting

stories and long conversations about what makes a

place feel like home



Discussion

WARM-UP

1. The book opens at a sparkling party in Silver Lake. If you could step into that

room for five minutes before anything strange happens, what would you

want to eat, wear, or overhear?

2. The story travels from Los Angeles to the Greek coast, a domed Paris and the

moon. Which setting would you most like to curl up in for a weekend, and

what would you bring with you?

DIGGING  IN

1. The story begins in the first spring after a collapse. What small comforts or

everyday rituals in the book stayed with you as signs that life still goes on?

2. Doubles and shadow worlds run all through this novel. Have you ever had a

moment when you felt like you were living a slightly different version of your

own life, and how did that feel?

3. Many of the people in this book are far from where they started. Where did

you feel the strongest sense of home, or of longing for it, while you were

reading?

4. Mandel often finds beauty in unsettling times. Was there a passage or image

that felt unexpectedly gentle or comforting to you, even in a dark moment?

GO ING  DEEP

1. Without giving away where the story goes, how did you feel as the different

threads and places began to connect? Did the book leave you feeling

unsettled, reassured, or something softer and harder to name?

2. Thinking about the whole book, did it change how you feel about the people

and places you'd miss most if the world shifted under your feet? Who or

what came to mind as you read?



On the table & to sip

TO  EAT

Avgolemono (Greek lemon chicken and rice soup)

served in mugs

A nod to the seaside cliffs of Greece. It's bright, soothing and easy to

make ahead and keep warm on the stove.

Mini croque monsieur bites

Melty, buttery Parisian comfort for the domed city chapters. Bake them

on a sheet pan so the host isn't stuck at the stove.

Lemon olive oil cake with a moon-white powdered

sugar dusting

Mediterranean flavors with a quiet wink at the lunar colony. It's simple,

tender and a little indulgent with a spoonful of Greek yogurt and honey.

TO  S IP

Greek mountain tea with honey and lemon (no alcohol)

An herbal tea (sideritis) that's calming and fragrant and brings a bit of

the Greek hillsides to the table. Caffeine-free and good for everyone.

Parisian-style chocolat chaud (no alcohol)

Thick, rich hot chocolate for the Paris stretch of the journey. Serve small

cups, because it's decadent.

Metaxa hot toddy

Greek brandy stirred into hot water with honey, lemon and a cinnamon

stick. It's a warming grown-up nightcap tied to the resort on the cliffs.



Run of show

7:00 Arrivals and warm mugs

Greet guests with mountain tea or chocolat chaud, dim the lights and

start the playlist quietly.

7:20 Soup and settle in

Serve avgolemono in mugs with croque monsieur bites. Guests can

eat on the couch, no formal table needed.

7:45 Warm-up round

Open with the two warm-up questions. Let everyone share a favorite

setting from the book before going deeper.

8:10 Cozy conversation

Move through the theme questions at an easy pace. Skip any that

don't land and follow whatever the group is enjoying.

8:45 Cake, toddies and trivia

Bring out the lemon olive oil cake and Metaxa toddies (or more tea),

then play a relaxed round of trivia with no scorekeeping pressure.

9:10 Deep questions and scorecards

Close with the two deep questions, hand out scorecards and

bookmarks, and send everyone home with a little extra cake.

HOST  TIPS

Put out blankets, pillows and soft lamps instead of overhead lights so the

night feels like a living room, not a meeting.

Make the soup and cake earlier in the day so you can relax once guests

arrive. Only the croque bites need a quick bake.

Give guests an easy way to pass on a question, and remind anyone who

hasn't finished that the deep questions come last so they can step away

for the ending.



Playlist

Soft, moonlit and a little wistful, like golden hour in California fading into a
quiet night by the sea

01 California Dreamin' - The Mamas & the Papas

02 Pink Moon - Nick Drake

03 La Vie en rose - Édith Piaf

04 Harvest Moon - Neil Young

05 Holocene - Bon Iver

06 Sea of Love - Cat Power

07 Moon River - Andy Williams

08 Pale Blue Eyes - The Velvet Underground



Trivia

1. In what year does Exit Party open? (2031)

2. In which Los Angeles neighborhood does the opening party take

place? (Silver Lake)

3. Which Mediterranean country's seaside cliffs are one of the

book's settings? (Greece)

4. Which European city appears in the book as a domed city?

(Paris)

5. Which earlier Mandel novel also features a colony on the moon?

(Sea of Tranquility)

6. Mandel's novel Station Eleven follows a traveling troupe

performing the works of which playwright? (William Shakespeare)

7. Which science fiction award did Station Eleven win in 2015? (The

Arthur C. Clarke Award)

8. In which country was Emily St. John Mandel born? (Canada)



Bookmarks

Print, cut, and tuck one at every seat, a small keepsake from the night.



Rate the book

Coziness of the Reading Experience ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

Places I'd Love to Visit ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

Moments That Moved Me ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

Dreamy Atmosphere ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

Would I Press It Into a Friend's Hands?☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

This book felt like a warm cup of: ______________________

The setting I'd curl up in is: ______________________

A small comfort I'm taking with me: ______________________

THAT ' S  A  WRA P

Thank you for coming

We hope the company was good and the conversation even

better. Until the next chapter.

Plan your own book club night
Scan the code or visit bookclubnight.com

Book Club Night


