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All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr

A luminous, lyrical wartime novel that follows a blind French girl and a German boy whose
paths slowly draw together. It is gentle in spirit even as it sits with hard history.

Reading level: Moderate

Best for: Clubs who love beautiful prose, slow-burn stories, and long conversations over second helpings

Discussion

WARM-UP

1. Where did you most love curling up to read this one, and did you have a warm drink in hand?

2. Was there a sentence or small moment that made you stop, smile, and reread it just because it felt good?

DIGGING IN

1. Marie-Laure experiences the world through touch, sound, and smell. What sense did the book wake up in you

while you were reading?

2. Radios and broadcasts carry comfort across the dark in this story. What voice, song, or sound has felt like

company to you in a lonely stretch of life?

3. The seaside town of Saint-Malo becomes a kind of character. Is there a place you carry inside you the way

Marie-Laure carries her models of home?

4. So many small kindnesses ripple through this book. Which gentle gesture between characters warmed you

most, and did it remind you of anyone in your own life?

GOING DEEP

1. Werner and Marie-Laure are both pulled along by forces much bigger than themselves. When you closed the

book, what feeling sat with you about how they each tried to stay good?

2. The title hints at light we cannot see. By the end, what kind of unseen light do you feel the book was really

talking about, and did any of it shine into your own week?



On the table

Buttery potato and leek soup with crusty

bread

A humble French country supper that feels like a hug, fitting

for Saint-Malo evenings

Warm cheese and herb gougeres

Cozy little French puffs, easy to pass around the couch

during chapters of conversation

Apple tarte tatin with softly whipped cream

Rustic, caramelized, and comforting, echoing the slow

sweetness woven through the story

To sip

Honey and chamomile tea (no alcohol)

Gentle, soothing, and perfect for a quiet night of feelings

and reflection

Spiced hot chocolate with a curl of orange

peel (no alcohol)

Rich and a little indulgent, like a small light in a dark hour

Mulled red wine with cinnamon and clove

Warm, fragrant, and old-world, nodding to a French wartime

kitchen

Run of show

7:00 Soft landing

Greet guests with slippers-welcome energy, tea on the stove, and the playlist already humming

7:15 Soup and settle

Ladle the potato leek soup and let everyone get comfy before any real talk

7:35 Warm-up questions

Pass the question cards and start with the cozy reading-spot prompt to loosen the room

8:00 Heart of the conversation

Move into the theme and deep questions between bites of gougeres

8:45 Tarte and trivia

Bring out dessert and play a relaxed round of trivia, no scorekeeping pressure

9:15 Scorecards and goodnights

Fill in scorecards together, share final feelings, send everyone home with a bookmark

HOST TIPS

Light candles or string lights and keep overhead lighting low so the room feels like a refuge

Have blankets within reach so guests can literally settle in

Let silences breathe. This book invites quiet, and cozy nights do not need to fill every pause

Playlist
Hushed strings, soft piano, and crackling vintage radio warmth

01 Clair de Lune - Claude Debussy 02 Gymnopedie No. 1 - Erik Satie

03 La Mer - Charles Trenet 04 Une Barque sur l'Ocean - Maurice Ravel

05 Les Feuilles Mortes - Yves Montand 06 Comptine d'un autre ete - Yann Tiersen

07 Nuvole Bianche - Ludovico Einaudi 08 La Vie en Rose - Edith Piaf



Trivia

1. Who wrote All the Light We Cannot See? (Anthony Doerr)

2. In what year was the novel first published? (2014)

3. Which major American prize did the novel win in 2015? (The Pulitzer Prize for Fiction)

4. The novel is largely set during which historical conflict? (World War II)

5. Much of the French side of the story takes place in which walled coastal town in Brittany? (Saint-Malo)

6. What technology is central to how characters connect across distances in the book? (The radio)

7. Marie-Laure loses which sense as a young child? (Her sight)

8. Anthony Doerr is also known for a memoir set in which Italian city? (Rome (Four Seasons in Rome))

Rate the book

Coziness of the prose ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

Emotional warmth ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

Atmosphere and setting ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

Characters you wanted to hug ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

Lingering afterglow ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

One word for how this book made me feel: ______________________

A scene I want to keep in my pocket: ______________________

I would reread this on a night that feels like: ______________________

YO U ' R E  I N V I T E D

A Quiet Light, A Warm Table
Come tuck in for a slow evening of soup, soft music, and All the Light

We Cannot See. Bring your slippers and your favorite passage.

Plan your own book club night

Scan the code or visit bookclubnight.com

Made with Book Club Night


